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1) Identify and discuss the major causes of the Protestant Reformation.
	Thesis
	What is the Protestant Reformation?
What caused the Protestant Reformation?

What is your thesis?
The Protestant Reformation was a movement of opposition to the Catholic church of the time, and the emergence of many new religious groups with beliefs and practices deviating from those of Catholicism. This was due to the ever more prominent corruption of the church, a newfound concern in the guarantee of salvation and a revival of piety, and the spread of new ideas.

	Support
	What main ideas and concrete details will you use to support your answer?
Body paragraph support thesis #1: Heightened corruption of church and clergy.
Pluralism, absenteeism, simony, nepotism (Frederick the Wise, many relics/indulgences amassed)

Thomas More, Utopia; depicted a world with all current wrongs corrected
Erasmus, Praise of Folly
Body paragraph support thesis #2: Salvation and renewed religious devotion
Thomas a Kempis, The Imitation of Christ; salvation based on religious living, not good deeds

Modern Devotion: popular mystical movement, stressed need to follow teachings of Jesus

Doubt that church would get salvation for people
Thomas More, very devout
Body paragraph support thesis #3: New ideas
Erasmus, Handbook of the Christian Knight, Christianity should be guiding philosophy for direction of daily life rather than dogmatic beliefs and practices stressed by medieval church
Luther, Theses, reformed sacraments


2) Discuss the political and social consequences of the Protestant Reformation in the first half of the sixteenth century.
	Thesis
	What is your thesis?

The Protestant reformation brought about much change in society, and led to new ideas about the family, education, religious practices, and animosity between difference religious groups.

	Support
	What main ideas and concrete details will you use to support your answer?
Body paragraph support thesis #1: Family
Man dominant

Control lust by marriage ( use of sex and avoid sin

Advocated family relationships

Traditional man/woman roles

Calvin and Luther believed that child bearing was women’s punishment for Eve’s sins

Viewed as favorable punishment; honor of motherhood

Protestantism removed woman from role as controller of religion in home
Body paragraph support thesis #2: Education
Promoted to all classes and genders

Schools paid for by public

Philip Melanchthon ( Praicepter Germaniae, Teacher of Germany; divided students into 3 classes/divisions based on age/capabilities

Protestants ( gymnasium/secondary school; humanist emphasis on liberal arts and antiquity combined w/ religious instruction

John Calvin’s Genevan Academy: private school  and public school, came to concentrate on preparing ministers to spread Calvinist view of Gospel
Body paragraph support thesis #3: Religious practices
Eliminated holidays and saints days
Simple worship

Eliminated imagery

Collective prayer and worship individually on Sunday

Puritans attempted to ban drinking in taverns, dramatic performances, dancing
Body paragraph support thesis #4: Animosity
Marburg Colloquy

Debates = crucial method of resolving differences among different groups

Swiss civil war (Zwingli)

Schmalkaldic League

Oppression by Catholics
Split w/ church (Luther) Address to the Nobility of the German nation, the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, On the Freedom of a Christian Man (salvation)


3. Compare and contrast the Lutheran Reformation and the Catholic Reformation of the 16th century regarding the reform of both religious doctrines and religious practices.

	Thesis
	What is your thesis?

Lutheranism spread quickly throughout Europe after its conception, its new principles and beliefs found preferable to much of society at the time, allowing followers more freedom and a new way to achieve salvation. On the other hand, the Catholic Reformation was a revival of the old, with the emergence of religious orders and a reformed papacy. On the fronts of sacraments and practices, salvation, and authority, and the rigidity of their ideas, these two religions both differ and concur.

	Support
	What main ideas and concrete details will you use to support your answer?
Body paragraph support thesis #1: Sacraments and practices
Catholic – all seven sacraments
Marriage
Luther – Lord’s Supper and Baptism

Both believed that Jesus’ body and blood present in bread and wien
Indulgences
Religious orders
Body paragraph support thesis #2: Salvation
Catholic Church: follow beliefs and instruction of church, based on actions, indulgences, dogmatic practices
Luther: Justification alone, true belief of God, study Bible, refer to Bible as ultimate authority, actions stem from faith
Both believed that belief in higher power (God) necessary to achieve salvation, fate in afterlife determined by life on Earth
Body paragraph support thesis #3: Authority
Catholic: papal authority, one ruling body
Jesuits defended pope’s power

Luther: many pastors, individual worship (not dependent on external party)

Body paragraph support thesis #4: Rigidity
Both parties unwilling to compromise ideas
Council of Trent: reaffirmed Catholic doctrine, sparked religious wars

Luther: unyielding, Diet of Worms



4. Discuss the relationship between politics and religion by examining the wars of religion in the 16th century. 

	Thesis
	What is your thesis?



	Support
	What main ideas and concrete details will you use to support your answer?
Body paragraph support thesis #1:

Body paragraph support thesis #2:

Body paragraph support thesis #3:

Body paragraph support thesis #4:




